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C I T Y  O F  P I L O T  R O C K 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

JANUARY 18, 2011 

7:00 PM 

 

A. ROLL 

 

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Virginia Carnes at 7:00 PM.  Council 
members present were Annie Tester, George Hall, Michael Baleztena, John Taylor, Glen 
Snively and Shawna Kirk.  Also present were City Recorder Jackie Carey, Chief Darren 
Richman, Public Works Supervisor Steve Draper, Jim Carey, Harley Jeffers, Chuck 
Jenson, Jim Hinkle and Mary Lue Slabik. 

B. INVOCATION 

Harley Jeffers gave the invocation. 

C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

D. APPEARANCE OF INTERESTED CITIZENS 

No comments. 

E. PRESENTATIONS 

Auditor Chuck Jenson discussed the audit report for fiscal year 2009/2010.  Mr. Jenson 
advised the City needs to change the debt for the water system to the water fund from 
the capital fund.  Mr. Jenson stated the audit shows the assets changed from cash in 

the bank to assets in the ground by installing the new water lines. 

Mr. Jenson stated there was a lot going on in May and June with the loan financing.  He 
thanked Jackie Carey for contacting them before the end of the fiscal year instead of 
after to make the corrections to the budget.  Mr. Jenson stated it was a clean audit with 

no budget violations.  

F-1 OATH OF OFFICE 

John Taylor took the oath of office. 

F-2 HATLEY VARIANCE 

Mr. Hatley is requesting a minor variance to place a manufactured home at 113 SW 2nd.  
Mr. Hatley would like to place the home 5’ from the property line on the west side and 
5’ on the east side.  However, the required side setback is 10’.  This is an older 
subdivision with a smaller lot size then the minimum lot size required now.  Since the 
lot size is 5500 sq. ft., he would not be covering more than 30% of the lot with 

structures. 
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Councilor Hall asked Mr. Draper if there was any issues with the water and sewer.  Mr. 

Draper stated no.   

On a motion by Hall and seconded by Baleztena the Council approved the 5’ variances 
as requested by the property owners at 113 SW 2nd.   All members present voted yes. 

F-3 COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Councilor Taylor nominated and Councilor Hall seconded the nomination to appoint 
Councilor Kirk for Council President.  All members present voted yes. 

F-4 CLOSE CITY HALL FOR TRAINING 

The Police Department is required to have current certification in CPR and First Aid to 
stay certified.  The certification lasts for two years and is due to expire in February 
2011.  The training is furnished by the Pilot Rock Fire Department and the instructor is 
Richard Hemphill.  

In 2009 the training was completed in February and almost all of the city staff attended 
the training and were certified in CPR and First Aid.  Chief Richman is requesting the 
Council consider closing City Hall on January 24th from 2:00 p.m. to 5 p.m. and January 
26th from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. to allow the City Hall staff to attend this training being 
held in the City Council Chambers.  City Hall would re-open at 5:00 p.m. to serve the 

citizens of Pilot Rock. 

By allowing everyone to attend the training it will benefit both the public and the 
families of the employees by having them certified in CPR and First Aid.  There will be 
some comp-time for at least two employees. 

The Automated External Defibrillator, aka: AED, device in City Hall requires someone to 
be qualified to operate the device.  The training will allow employees attending this 

training to be qualified to operate the AED. 

On a motion by Kirk and seconded by Baleztena the Council authorized closing City Hall 

from 2-5pm on January 24th and January 26th.  All members presented voted yes. 

G-1 DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

Recorder Carey advised she wrote a letter to the Umatilla County Assessor asking for a 
refund on the property taxes on the pasture land.  The property was coded for irrigated 
farm land instead on non-irrigated farm land.  Carey received a call from Paul Charmers 
who stated they would not refund on the property taxes.  It is the property owner’s 
responsibility to keep the assessor’s office advised of any changes. 

The Department Heads will meet with McKagues regarding the garbage franchise 
agreement on January 19th. 

Public Works Supervisor will be reviewing all contracts and franchise agreements. 
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G-2 HINKLE EASEMENT  

Each councilor received a copy of the easement agreement with Mr. Jim Hinkle 
regarding moving the water easement. Councilor Kirk asked for a status report.  Draper 
stated the weather and Mr. Hinkle’s interpretation of the agreement has stopped the 

project.  

Mr. Hinkle stated the agreement stated the City agreed to build a dike on the north side 
of the new pipeline to prevent water from entering the yard in the event of a water line 
break. Draper and Hinkle disagreed on the location of the dike and how long the dike 
would be.  

Councilor Hall suggested contacting the engineer and obtain a design or letter stating 
what was agreed upon to prevent water from entering the yard in the event of a water 
line break.  Draper stated it would be the second meeting in February before the 
engineer could make a meeting. 

Councilor Hall asked the Council if he had their approval to participate in resolving this 

matter.  The Council gave their approval by consensus.  

Mr. Hinkle advised the fence and gate were removed during the water line project and 
has not been replaced.  Councilor Hall asked Mr. Hinkle if there was anything else he 

wants to bring before the Council regarding this project.  Mr. Hinkle stated no. 

G-3 BUDGET COMMITTEE VACANCIES 

Carey advised there are 3 vacancies for this year’s budget committee.  Those interested 
in applying needs to fill out a questionnaire.  Mary Lue Slabik advised she would like to 

apply.  Councilor Taylor stated Kay Thorne and Bob Deno were also interested. 

H. CONSENT CALENDAR 

On a motion by Kirk and seconded by Hall the Council approved the Consent Calendar.  
All members present voted yes.  Taylor had a question regarding the Treasurer’s 

Report. 

I. COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Councilor Taylor started reading a list of items he would like to see changed. On a 
motion by Hall and seconded by Kirk that if the Council had a list of items they would 
like to discuss they should put it in writing , give a copy to Council and staff prior to 

discussion.  All members present voted yes. 

Councilor Hall would like to make a positive work environment for staff.  It is better if 

Council and staff work as a team. 

Council Orientation is scheduled for Thursday, January 20th at 6PM. 
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Mayor Carnes gave the Council a legislative survey. She would like each council 

member to fill out and return the survey. 

Councilor Taylor asked if the late fees from A & V Investments had been addressed.  
Council members advised it was discussed at the last meeting.  There would be no late 

fees charged. 

J. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

No Executive Session. 

K. ADJOURNMENT 

On a motion by Kirk and seconded by Hall the meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.  All 

members present voted yes. 

 

    APPROVED_____________________________ 

 

ATTEST_______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


