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Council Meeting 

November 3, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

A. Called to Order 

Having a quorum the Regular Council meeting was called  to order by Mayor Carnes at 7:00 PM.  

Council members present were Raymond Doherty, Ray Corwin, Deacon Perkins, Jim Hinkle, and  Bob 

Deno.  Also present were Teri Porter  and  Steve Draper. Citizens present were John Taylor, Mary Lue 

Slabick, Jackie Carey, Loraine Green, Greg and  Diane Elliott, Linda and  Don Hill, Fred  Wyatt, Elmer 

Wyatt, Doug Holcomb, Glen Snively, Chief Stuart Roberts and  Harley Jeffers 

 

B. INVOCATION  

Pastor Jeffers gave the invocation. 

C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

D. PRESENTATIONS  

Deacon Perkins made a presentation regard ing allowing marijuana related  businesses within Pilot 

Rock city limits.  His presentation covered:   

1. Community Values,  

2. Availability of staff and  budget for regulation enforcement,  

3. Existing regulatory enforcement mechanism,  

4. The social cost of legalization  inside and  outside the community. 

 His recommendation is:   

1. Support the ban on marijuana related  business,  

2. Wait and  see what happens in Washington, Colorado and  other Oregon cities,  

3. Consider an initiative or referendum in the future,  

4. Pilot Rock is not ready for a marijuana business,  

5. Too many unknowns.  

 

E. APPEARANCE OF INTERESTED CITIZENS 

  

F. ACTION ITEMS 

On a motion by councilor Hinkle and seconded by Councilor Deno, Council added F-7 Steve 

Drapers request for a vacation.  All present voted yes.  

 

F-1   Appoint a City Councilor 

The candidates filled  out d ifferent applications with d ifferent questions. In the interest of fairness 

Council asked  that the each fill out the same application.     

On a motion by Councilor Perkins and seconded by Councilor Deno, Council agreed to table this 

item.  All present voted yes.   

F-2 Consider an Ordinance to Ban Marijuana Related Businessess. 
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 A couple of citizen's spoke up supporting the States majority vote to legalize marijuana and  while 

they are not in favor of marijuana they are also not in favor of politicians and  government agencies 

tweeking what was passed  by a majority vote.  Another citizen pointed  out that House Bill 3400 made 

provisions for Counties and  Cities who's majority vote was against legalizing marijuana and  makes 

allowances regard ing marijuana related  businesses within the jurisd iction.   

On a motion by Councilor Deno and seconded by Councilor Hinkle, Council agreed to move 

forward with Ordinance No. 568 banning marijuana related businesses.  All present voted yes.  

 

F-3 Ordinance Providing for Special Hook-On Fees 

Teri explained  that this ord inance will give the city the legal authority to collect special hook on fees.  

Teri read  the ord inance in full.  

On a motion by Councilor Perkins and seconded by Councilor Deno, Council agreed to approve 

the first reading of Ordinance No. 570.  All present voted yes.  

 

F-4 Resolution #582  Transferring Funds in the General Fund 

Teri explained  that the entire annual budget for attorney fees has been spent in the first 3 months of 

this fiscal year and  provided  a breakdown of how the money was spend (attached).  The resolution 

would  transfer $5,000 from contingency to the city attorney line item.  Teri stated  that there may be a 

need  to transfer additional funds in the future.  On a motion by Councilor Deno and seconded by 

Councilor Corwin, Council approved Resolution No. 582 transferring funds in the general fund.  

All present voted yes.  

 

F-5 Variance at 334 S. Alder 

A variance request was submitted  for the property at 334 S. Alder.  The Variances requested  were to 

reduce the south side setback from 10' to 5' and  to reduce the street frontage and  lot wid th from 60' to 

43'.  After hearing from property owners on either side of the lot in question, who had  concerns 

regard ing the reduced  set back, Council tabled  the item.  On a motion by Councilor Corwin and 

seconded by Councilor Perkins, Council agreed to table the item and send back to the Planning 

commission for further review.  Councilor Hinkle abstained as the property belongs to his brother.  

Councilor Doherty was not in favor of tabling the item.   

 

F-6 Vacation Request for Teri Porter 

On a motion by Councilor Corwin and seconded by Councilor Deno, Council approved the 

vacation request from December 3rd through December 11th for Teri Porter.  All present voted 

yes. 

 

F-7 Vacation Request for Steve Draper 

On a motion by Councilor Hinkle and seconded by Councilor Corwin, Council approved the 

vacation request from November 23rd through December 3rd for Steve Draper.  All present voted 

yes. 

 

G INFORMATION ITEMS, REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

    G-1 Department Head Report 
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CITY HALL: 

1. Field portion of the Audit is complete.  They were here from October 5-9.  There are a couple of items they have 

requested of me but should have them tied up next week.  Then they will compile there report and send it off to 

the State.   

2. Attended a Supervisors training class in La Grande on October 28th.   

3. Open enrollment for medical insurance has been completed and submitted to CIS. 

4. The Annual Workers Comp. Payroll Audit has been completed and submitted to CIS. 

5. This phase for the Police Chief Recruitment closed on October 17th.  Applications were reviewed by the 

screening committee and two applicants were deemed viable candidates.  Contacted the hiring board and 

candidates and set up interviews for October 26th.  Prepared packets of applications and resume's for the board 

and conducted the interviews.  Board decided to ask one applicant to submit a background check packet.  The 

packet was sent to the candidate, to be returned by November 2nd.   

6. Payroll. 

7. Researching best way to access special hook on fees and honor Hatley agreement.   

8. Planning Commission - Public Hearing on 19th.  Processed hearing placing notice in EO and sending out notice to 

all affected agencies and neighbors.  

9. Wanda held the annual dog license and shot event at the City shop on October 2nd.  36 dogs registered.  

10. Continued work on the Water tower / Koch payments.  

11. Attended an OAMR meeting in Pendleton on October 22nd. 

12. Have addressed 3 dog at large calls.  Found the owners for all 3. 

13. Working  with CIS for guidance with employment law.  

14. Wanda took a week's vacation and came back refreshed.  Susan Price filled in for her and did an excellent job.  

15. Newsletter articles on: Peddlers in Pilot Rock, Citizens in Favor of Marijuana Related Business in Pilot Rock, 

Speak Up,  Councilor Moss Resigns. 

Teri added to her report stating that the Byrnes' are no longer going to have the RV storage lot on Elm and that folks 

are receiving notice that they must remove their RV by December 1. This could be a concern as people may need to 

park them on the streets until they get a place to store them.  Steve stated that he can mention it to A&V as a 

possible location or even asked Council if they would like to consider creating a storage lot on the city industrial 

property.  On a motion by Councilor Deno and seconded by Councilor Doherty, Council directed Steve to look into 

the costs of developing an RV storage lot on the city property.  All present voted yes.  

POLICE: 

1. Chief Roberts is wrapping up the review of the police department. 

2. Officer Badal has passed his mid-term exam.   

3. Officer Ryan Lehnert of Pendleton PD will be assigned to Pilot Rock for approximately 40 hours each week, 

starting Monday  November 2nd.  He will be catching up on calls for service that dispatch has been holding in the 

absence of an officer.  He  will also be working to address some of the issues revealed during the review.  

4. Officer Thompson is on a leave. 

PUBLIC WORKS: 

1. October is the last month we will be reading meters until Spring.  Customers will be charged the base rate 

until we start reading again, and any overages will be applied on the first bill after reading begins.  

2. Insulating meters. 
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3. Front end went out of back hoe.  Conducting repairs.  

4. Installing snow equipment on dump truck and tractor.  

5. Continuing negotiation with Sundown.  

6. Visited with City attorney regarding a Bargain and Sale deed for the property at the foot of the stairs.  
 

H. CONSENT CALENDAR 

On a motion by Councilor Deno and seconded by Councilor Doherty, Council agreed  to accept the 

consent calendar.  All present voted  yes.    

Bills Total:  $34,603.72 

I COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 Councilor Perkins addressed  concerns raised  by Lorraine Green at the last Council meeting, stating 

that she made some valid  points.  He had  suggested  to Lorrain that she read  through the minutes to 

find  out what had  been said  in respect to the bike pit and  the use of public funds.  Between them they 

read  minutes from June 2004-June 2009.  What was found is that initially Council was on th e fence 

and  d id  not get involved  with the Bike Pit, but that all changed in 2009 when it became an OHV park 

the Council made a motion to use public funds.  They could  not find  a motion that a previous Council 

voted  not to use public funds for the Bike Pit.  Councilor Perkins went on to point out that it does 

bring into focus the issue of the lagoons and  if option no. 1 is ch osen which allows $175,000 for the 

relocation of the bike pit.  Lorrain added that in the minutes it was consistently noted  that the 

donated  property had  a potential lagoon location if the City needed it in the future. That it was 

always known that even though the City granted  the bike pit permission to use that area there was 

always the possibility that the bike pit would  need  to move if the City needed it for a lagoon.  If 

option #1 turns out to be the best option then it should  be left to the tax payers to decide whether they 

want to fund the relocation of the bike pit with city funds. Councilor Perkins stated  that he spoke 

with Steve and  Teri to consider the terms of option #1 with and  without the $175,000, when they go to 

the One Stop meeting.  Councilor Perkins also pointed  out that once the property is deeded over it 

becomes a private entity, and  Council will need  to consider their actions carefully especially when it 

comes to using public funds for a private entity.   

Councilor Deno, asked  how the search for a Chief is going.  Teri and  Steve explained  that  we 

conducted  a couple of interviews and  are doing a background check on a promising candidate right 

now.   

Councilor Deno also, complimented  Councilor Perkins on his marijuana presentation.  

 

J. EXECUTIVE SESSION:      

Council went into executive session at 8:24pm under ORS 192.660(2)(b)  Discipline of a Public 

Employee.  Council m embers present were Deno, Doherty, Perkins, Corwin, Hinkle and  Mayor 

Carnes.  Teri Porter, Steve Draper and  Chief Roberts.  Phil Wright from the EO. 

 

Council returned  to regular session at 8:57pm. 

On a motion by Councilor Doherty and seconded by Councilor Deno, Council moved to move 

forward with option #1 and give the officer a second notice of potential termination and invite the 

officer to the next Council meeting on November 5th to address Council with his side.  All present 

voted yes.   
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K. ADJOURNMENT 

 Council agreed  to ad journ at 9:02 PM.  

    

     APPROVED ________________________________________ 

 

 

ATTEST________________________________ 

 


